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More than 200 universities from 34 countries participated in the 21st edition of the 
Architecture Student Contest. Students from all over the world imagined projects to to 
transform a significant section of Belgrade's Sava riverfront.  
 
The task for this 21st edition of the international student competition organized by Saint-Gobain in 
in Belgrade, Serbia, in close cooperation with the World Green Building Council, OneClick LCA, 
the City of Belgrade, the Academic Yachting Club Belgrade, the Serbia Green Building Council, the 
Green & Blue Corridors Association, is to develop a visionary "Sports and Recreation Hub" that 
revitalizes the former cement factory site and integrates the existing Academic Yachting Club 
Belgrade into a dynamic and sustainable public space. 
 
“In Belgrade, 250 students have come together with one shared ambition: to imagine new ways of 
living in the city. After months of work and two days of collaboration, they have shown that 
rethinking urban spaces—making them more sustainable, inclusive, and inspiring—is not only 
necessary, but possible. 
The 21st edition of the Saint-Gobain Architecture Student Contest once again highlights the energy 
and commitment of a new generation of architects. 
These proposals reflect the complexity of today’s challenges: combining new construction and 
renovation, adapting to local environments, and designing spaces that enhance quality of life while 
preserving resources. They also align with Belgrade’s ambition to build a more resilient and 
sustainable future. 
At Saint-Gobain, this vision is shared. For over 360 years, the Group has been committed to 
developing solutions that support more sustainable construction. And as cities continue to grow 
and evolve, the role of architects. 
This year’s edition sends a clear message: a new generation is ready—ready to take on the 
challenges of tomorrow and to help make the world a better home.” Patrick Dupin, Group Chief 
Operating Officer - Saint-Gobain 
 
Every year, the projects have increased their focus on environmental aspects including for example 
Life Cycle Assessments, while responding to the functional and user needs. 
The Architecture Student Contest was launched in Serbia in 2004, this is its 21st  edition. A whole 
generation of students have now participated in the Contest and is shaping the future of sustainable 
architecture to make the world a better home.  
 
The winners of the five prizes 
1st prize, Ceding the Sava, team South Africa: Ceding the Sava 

2nd Prize, COEXISTENCE, team Portugal:  COEXISTENCE 

3rd Prize, The bird's nest, team France:  The bird’s nest 

Student Prize, Meandering Confluence, China: Meandering Confluence 

Teacher Prize, The Sava Thread, Morrocco: The Sava Thread 

https://architecture-student-contest.saint-gobain.com/project/2026/south-africa/ceding-sava
https://architecture-student-contest.saint-gobain.com/project/2026/portugal/coexistence
https://architecture-student-contest.saint-gobain.com/project/2026/france/birds-nest
https://architecture-student-contest.saint-gobain.com/project/2026/china/meandering-confluence
https://architecture-student-contest.saint-gobain.com/project/2026/morocco/sava-thread
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About Saint Gobain 

Worldwide leader in light and sustainable construction, Saint-Gobain designs, manufactures and 
distributes materials and services adapted to the residential, non-residential and infrastructure 
markets. Its integrated and innovative solutions provide sustainability, performance and well-being 
for its customers.The Group is guided by its purpose: “MAKING THE WORLD  
A BETTER HOME” 
 
 
€46,5 billion in sales in 2025 
162,000 employees, locations in 80 countries 
Committed to achieving net zero carbon emissions by 2050 
 

Patricia Marie 
 Laure Bencheikh 
Yanice Biyogo 
 

(+33) 1 88 54 26 83 
 (+33) 1 88 54 26 38 
 (+33) 6 10 54 31 47 
 

For more information about Saint-Gobain, 
visit www.saint-gobain.com and follow us on 
X @saintgobain 

http://www.saint-gobain.com/
https://twitter.com/saintgobain

	The winners of the five prizes

