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INTRODUCTION

As part of the Multi Comfort Student Contest &
2020, Saint-Gobain organized the Teacher’s
Day in Saint-Denis, Paris.

This event creates the opportunity for
professors to visit the site where the task
takes place, get a better understanding of the
project and a real overview of the city, its
daily life, social aspects and culture.
Participants took part of the discussions and
contributed to the creation of the task.

During this edition, 15 professors from 13 ,_H!J.'mmg‘
countries had actively participated. Through EET=——

this document, they share with all the
participants their experience and advices.

Visit to Domolab, Paris

ZUZANA PESKOVA
Czech Technical University in Prague
Czech Republic

Living in Paris is extremely expensive, so suburbs of Paris are now valuable and sought-after
locations. Saint-Denis is less than 10 kilometers from central Paris. It is a place intensively
connected with the history of France. The Christian community was founded here in the 3rd
century by Italian missionaries headed by Bishop Saint Denis of Paris (+250 AD) who, according
to legend, was beheaded in Paris and brought his head to this place, where were built up a
temple. The Benedictine Abbey and the women’'s monastery were founded here. Saint Denis is
known as the burial site of the kings. In the 19th century, Saint - Denis became an important
industrial zone, to which the possibility of using the Seine shipping also contributed. Now Saint
- Denis is a place of many contrasts: Old parts (the historical center around the Basilica of Saint-
Denis - considered the first purely Gothic architecture - and its significant historical context for
the history of France, place of industrial areas and workers' houses) and newly developing
modern parts, large and small scale buildings, nationality and culture of the population.

The population in Saint-Denis is growing rapidly... but there are mainly people under 30, of
different nationalities and cultural habits. For many, this place is just a transitional station - the
local council wants to change it. The town is easily accessible from Paris in many ways: by
metro line 13, RER B, RER D and train. The motorways Al and A86 are also here. This is an
essential prerequisite for good accessibility to work. Concurrently Saint-Denis offers a pleasant
small-town atmosphere and the possibility of pleasant living with sports - along the Seine there
is a cycle path. The Paris Summer Olympics (2024) will be held in Paris and Saint Denis is a
location that will be one of the Grand Paris sports zones: swimming, synchronized swimming,
water polo, diving, modern pentathlon / swimming.

The selected plot is now a bit on the edge of the main activities in the town. It is an industrial
brownfield after the Francois Coignet factory, which was a pioneer in the development of
structural precast and reinforced concrete. Coignet was the first who use iron-reinforced
concrete as a technique for building construction. Now there are large parking lots on the plot,



especially for buses. The construction site is therefore very flat, basically forming an elevated
leveled platform in the morphology of the surrounding terrain. It is within walking distance of
the station and there is no significant context to follow from the surrounding architecture. The
Coignet House and the preserved factory building represent a challenge for future conversion
and can give the project an interesting historical and urban context.

From the climatic point of view, the locality is standard and comparable for design conditions
in the Czech Republic. In principle, there are no extreme conditions to deal with.

From my point of view, there are several major challenges that a student will have to deal with:

1) Context of social housing for different nationalities and cultures. Housing such that will
push its inhabitants to "nest” here and not just to pass through the locality. The issue of
social housing is very strong in France, and many exceptional architectural examples of
projects for new neighborhoods of social housing and experimental architecture can be
found (Noisy Le Grand, Les Arenes de Picasso, Les Arcades du Lac, etc.). Not all projects
were successful. Therefore, it is necessary to look why they did not succeed and make
analysis of this problem. It is not only an architectural and urbanistic aspect, but also a
sociological one.

2) The heritage of Francois Coignet - a person who sent himself on the development of
modern materials and technologies in construction. This context does not mean
exclusively using “concrete” but opens up the possibilities of using and implementing
progressive materials, technologies and constructions to create a multi-comfortable
living housing of future.

3) The context of greenery and pleasant
“small-town” housing. France and
gardening are very close to each other. The
inhabitants of Saint-Denis are no exception
- plenty of greenery is everywhere, even in
the most incredible places. They enjoy
small gardens, balconies, flowerpots are in
front of houses, on staircases. Therefore, it
is not surprising that about 3 hectares of
the plot should form a city park, but
students should not forget the private
greenery and overall care of the parterre
and witty detail in the public space.

IRINA RAUD
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General context of the city

To me it is important that the development scenario for Saint-Denis is planned for at least a
50-year time-frame. This could be the cornerstone of the architectural and urban planning task
and essence of the proposals of the architecture competition works. In order to achieve that,
the population characteristics should be added to competition materials including age and



