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“ We cannot continue to 

build as we did in the past. 

It is NOT sustainable ! ”

“ We need to build better! ”



For us, over their whole life cycle, buildings should enhance people’s health & wellbeing while having reduced footprint 

on the planet. They should offer better economic value and quality for the developers, owners and occupants.

PERFORMANCE

SUSTAINABILITY

BETTER ECONOMIC VALUE

Cost of ownership
Productivity

BETTER FOR PEOPLE

Health & 

wellbeing indoor

Health & safety 

on jobsites

BETTER FOR THE PLANET

Resources & 

circularity

Energy 

& carbon

BETTER QUALITY

Finishing

aesthetics
Reliability

OUR APPROACH TO  

SUSTAINABLE 

CONSTRUCTION
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ENERGY AND 
CARBON



Material Transport Installation Building’s life End of life



1. Reduced operational carbon

2. Reduced embodied carbon  

emissions

REDUCED BUILDING-RELATED 

ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACTS

BETTER FOR THE PLANET

Energy 

& carbon



•

•

•

Insulation systems

Glazing and façade systems

Smart membranes for air tightness

& moisture management



• Products & materials with a reduced carbon 

footprint, incl. biosourced products

• Lightweight constructions

Less carbon over the whole life cycle in 

products & materials used in the 

building.

IINDICATOR:

Global Warming Potential (kg CO2eq) 

calculated in the building life-cycle 

assessment.



ETICS with cork insulation Wood fiber insulation









RESOURCES & 
CIRCULARITY



The challenges: 
To use less virgin non 

renewable resources

To reduce waste to landfill

to zero



3. Reduced use of non-renewable 

resources

4. Reduced freshwater  

consumption

5. Increased lifetime and use rate

6. Reduced amount of non 

valorized C&D waste

REDUCED BUILDING-RELATED 

ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACTS

BETTER FOR THE PLANET

Resources & 

circularity
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REDUCED USE OF NON-

RENEWABLE

RESOURCES

over the whole building life cycle.

INDICATOR:

% of recycled or renewable or 

reused content

• Reused material and product

• Products and packaging with 

high recycled or renewable 

content

• Less resources-intensive 

systems and solutions

• Reduced bill of materials

REDUCED

FRESHWATER

CONSUMPTION

over the whole building life cycle

INDICATOR:

Total water consumption (m³ / 

occupant / year)

• Solutions with a low water 

footprint

• Dry technologies on jobsites

• Solutions to recycle graywater 

and collect rainwater

INCREASED LIFETIME

AND

OCCUPATION RATE

INDICATOR:

Projected service life of the 

building (years)

• Adaptability and flexibility over 

time

• Resilience (capacity to resist to 

disruptive events, for instance 

climate change)

• Durable materials

• Easy repair and maintenance

REDUCED AMOUNT OF

NON

VALORIZED C&D WASTE

INDICATOR:

Volume of C&D waste diverted 

from landfill

• Zero waste jobsite

• Deconstruction potential  

(ease of disassembly)

• Traceability

• Materials free of hazardous

substances

• Recyclable or reusable 

materials and packaging

• Recovery solutions



- Reduced use of non renewable raw materials

- Extended time of use

- Reusable / recyclable



EASY TO

DISMANTLE

PRODUCTS

& SYSTEMS

LIGHTWEIGHT

PRODUCTS

& SYSTEMS

WASTE 

MANAGEMENT  

SERVICES

MAKE TO 

ORDER 

SERVICES

- Prefabrication 3D printing Mechanization



31



HEALTH, 
SAFETY & 
WELLBEING



THE CHALLENGE

Reducing health risks for builders:

• respiratory diseases

• musculo-skeletal diseases

Both during construction & deconstruction.

THE CHALLENGE

• Deliver healthy indoor environments

• Improve occupants’ comfort



7. Reduced builders' exposure  

to hazardous substances 

during installation

8. Improved working conditions 

for builders

9. Improved indoor air quality

10. Better acoustics

11. Better thermal comfort

12. Improved access to natural 

light

ENHANCED 

HEALTH & WELLBEING

BETTER FOR PEOPLE

Health & Safety 

on jobsites

Health & Wellbeing 

indoors



REDUCED BUILDERS' EXPOSURE TO 

HAZARDOUS SUBSTANCES

• No SVHC or CMR in the products

• Low level of VOC emissions and

release of hazardous substances

• Non-hazardous waste

Builders’ health and safety stand at the very

heart of Saint-Gobain’s approach. Safe

jobsites are about reduced occupational risks

for workers during all construction, renovation

or deconstruction of buildings.

IMPROVED WORKING CONDITIONS 

FOR BUILDERS

• Clean jobsites thanks to proper

waste management

• Limitation of nuisances and pollution 

on the construction site

• Reduced risk of musculoskeletal 

disorders (MSD): light products, easy 

to handle

• Non-irritant and low dust products







- Comfort solutions

Low emissive products New

services (e.g. Kandu)
-

High 

performance  

glazing



TO CONCLUDE…



7. Reduced builders' exposure  

to hazardous substances 

during installation

8. Improved working conditions 

for builders

9. Improved indoor air quality

10. Better acoustics

11. Better thermal comfort

12. Improved access to natural 

light

ENHANCED 

HEALTH & WELLBEING

BETTER FOR PEOPLE

Health & Safety 

on jobsites

Health & Wellbeing 

indoors

1. Reduced operational carbon

2. Reduced embodied carbon  

emissions

3. Reduced use of non-renewable 

resources

4. Reduced freshwater  

consumption

5. Increased lifetime and use rate

6. Reduced amount of non 

valorized C&D waste

REDUCED BUILDING-RELATED 

ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACTS

BETTER FOR THE PLANET

Energy 

& carbon

Resources & 

circularity



A knowledge 

partner ready to 

collaborate on 

sustainability

A solution provider for 

sustainable building

projects


